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that governments have no light to require of them military service, aiming 
at the destruction of their fellow-men, and are criminal in doing so ; that no 
Christian is under obligation to obey such requisition, but is in duty bound 
to refuse it. on pain of the displeasure of God, and everlasting perdition, 
■would be an acceptable doctrine in the ranks of armies; and still more so, 
with that depressed population in despotic countries, who are constantly 
liable to be dragged from peaceful occupations to the " tented field." These 
sentiments have indeed been impressed, to a considetable extent, by the 
Peace Society of Britain, and with very encouraging effect ; but they can- 
not be safely confined to one nation.; they must be diffused through the con- 
tinents of Europe, Asia and America. The great success of the experiment 
in England warrants a hope of their universal prevalence, if vigorously pro- 
mulgated. 

For this work self-disregarding, devoted missionaries must be employed ; 
talents, prudence, and true Christian courage is requisite : it will be an en- 
terprise of greater heroism than all the martial achievements of history ; 
for the opposition of deluded patriots, the wrath of despotic rulers, are to be 
encountered; the solid wall of custom, built on the rock of ages, is to be 
overthrown. The wild beasts, the faggot and the cross of the ancient per- 
secution of Christians, are not indeed now to be feared ; but the incipient 
progress of this revolution will be probably through a martyrdom ; for with- 
out this no great beneficient reform has ever blessed the earth ; but the re- 
sult of this martyrdom will be as sure, as great, and glorious as the diffusion of 
Christianity ; it will indeed be its completion ; it will be that, and that alone, 
which will realize the song of Angels — "Peace on earth and good will to" 
wards man." And let not the martyr in this cause be deterred: in their 
incarceration or death, there will be victory ; the gratitude of ages will be 
their reward, and in this world the wreath of pacific glory on their brows will 
eclipse all the laurels of martial conquerors, and glow with ever enduring 
splendor in the regions of celestial eternity. 



MANUFACTURE AND SALE OF ARMS. 

In the London Herald of Peace, for September, 1846, the following cir- 
cumstance is related : "A person supposed to be in Government employ, 
called at a house of business, and inquired if certain articles, of which he had 
a sample, could be manufactured ; and on being answered in the affirmative, 
proceeded to give the order, incidentally mentioning that they were required 
in balloting for the Militia; this announcement put the friend on his adhesion 
to ' peace principles,' and, urging his being a member of the Peace Society, 
finally declined to accept the order." This reminded me of several similar 
accounts I had seen of refusals to execute military oiders in this country, 
the places and particulars of whic h 1 cannot call to mind, and also brought 
to my recollection the disgust I had often felt at seeing arms and military 
accoutrements exposed for sale at the shop windows in Boston. 

A serious question arises out of these, facts, thus combined. Can a paci- 
fic Christian be innocently engaged in the making or selling of arms, or any 
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articles designed directly or indirectly for the destruction of human life ; or 
for the use of persons engaged in such a criminal occupation ? It is evident 
that there are some unsophisticated minds which revolt at the idea of being 
thus "accessory before the fact" to martial murders, by furnishing the instru- 
ments of their perpetration ; and it is equally plain that there are many 
others, esteemed as moral men, and perhaps good Christians, who fabricate, 
convey, or sell such instruments without a whisper of remorse from within, 
or a syllable of rebuke from the pious and the benevolent by whom they 
are surrounded. Muskeis, pistols, swords, and even daggers and bowie- 
knives — never used in the wholesale homicide of war, and only fit for pri- 
vate assassination — are conspicuously placed in the windows of trade, and 
the devout Christian, as he goes from the conference meeting of his church, 
stops to admire their polished steel and gilded ornaments, and passes on 
without a thought of the outrage thus committed on the universal love, for 
which he has prayed — the glaring insult thus offered, in the face of day, to 
the peaceful precepts of his Redeemer. 

One of the exciting subjects of the present day, in our community, is the 
traffic in ardent spirits ; the friends of temperance are all alive with pro- 
jects for the suppression of rumselling; public meetings are called, petitions 
made to city and town authorities, and innumerable articles published in the 
papers, to effect, by every legal and moral means, the abolition of the trade 
in alchohol ; and this is well; these efforts are laudable, for they proceed on 
the acknowledged maxim of law, that the accessory to a crime is guilty as 
well as he who committed it, and the maxim of common sense, that he who 
offers the means and excitements to evil action, is as efficient a producer of 
all the calamity resulting fr^m that action, as he who practices it. Now 
what plausible reason can be given why those maxims should not apply to 
the maker or vender of arms as well as to the producer or seller of spirit- 
ous liquors ? If drunkeness has destroyed or made miserable its thousands, 
have not wars and massacres destroyed and made miserable their tens of 
thousands ? If thousands of dollars have been wasted in Intoxicating drinks, 
have not millions been spent for human slaughter? Is not the suffering by 
war more involuntary and irresistible than that by inebriation / If the 
man inclined to intemperance can seldom resist the allurement of the bar 
and its decanters, does the youth, brought up in a martial spirit, shun with 
stronger resolution the fascination of military trappings, the excitements 
of martial history, the pageantry of military parades ? Why, then, should 
the seller of liquors be denounced and the seller of aims be acquitted and 
respected ? 

In the midst of the apathy of delusion which keeps out of view this sub- 
ject, all honor to be the few who decline profitable employment rather than 
contribute to the murderous operations of their governments. This is a 
truer sacrifice laid on the altar of divine love than the thousands of the 
wealthy, ostentatiously poured into the lap of popular beneficence. In the 
great day of celestial judgment it will be crowned with the applause of 
angels, when the abandonment of home, and friends, and comforts, for the 
hardships of the camp and the turbulent field of battle, will escape utter 
condemnation only on the plea of delusion. Credit is due to sacrifices for an 
object believed to be great, even if the belief is a mistaken one ; but can 
the man who sits comfortably in his parlor, enjoying the profits of the arms 
and military equipments he has provided, say at the bar of' heaven, in retro- 
spect of the battles that have been fought with them, that he is " pure from 
the blood of all men V" 

To the friends of peace who earnestly desire the abolition of war, this 
subject is commended as meriting more attentl n than has hitherto been 
given to it. If the friends of temperance we striving to suppress the sale of 
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intoxicating liquors as the most efficient means for destroying intemperance 
itself, have we not equal reason to aim at the discouragement of the manu- 
facture and sale of arms as the best means of the suppression of War ? 
Perhaps this may be more easily effected, as the capital and skill required 
for the manufacture of arms are greater than those for liquors, the profits 
are less, and a better class of persons are engaged in the business of arms, 
who may be more easily effected by religious and moral considerations. 

Efforts are making both in England and America to undermine the war 
system by discouraging enlistments and making the military profession dis- 
graceful, and it is deemed a veiy effective process; how great an auxiliary 
it would be to this measure to throw obloquy on the sale of military equip- 
ments ! Deprived of men and of arms, the sinews of war would be effectu- 
ally cut ; but should this not be practicable, the bare discouragement of 
both these services by religious men and the friends of peace, would tell 
perhaps more on public opinion, than all the essays, speeches, and resolutions 
that could be made. Think of these things, friends of peace, disciples of 
Jesus, and when the cries of your murdered brethren come to your imagina- 
tions from the plains of Asia, Africa, or Mexico, fear not to hold up his guilt 
to the man, who has dispensed the instruments by which these horrors have 
been accomplished.— Ch. Citizen, Oct. 31, 1846. 



LETTER FROM THE SANDWICH ISLANDS. 

The conversion of the Sandwich Islands was a conversion to the true 
Gospel appeal ; and the missionaries there imbibed that spirit. We have 
before published letters from them on the subject, and now present part of 
another. We regret that the lateness of the time at which it was received, 
and the pre-occupation of this number, obliges us to omit a part. 

Makawao, Maui Hawaiian Islands, Nov. 1, 1855. 
Rev. Geo. C. Beckwith, Cor. Sec. American Peace Society. 

Mr Dkar Brother : Two years to-day I wrote you for the first time, 
tendering you my sympathy and co-operation, so far as I could co-operate 
with you, in your efforts to subserve the cause of Peace. My hope at that 
time was somewhat strong, that my sympathy might be not less deep than it 
had been, say during the Mexican war, but of a different character. I 
hoped to hear that the song of angels, at the Saviour's advent, was about to 
be repeated, that " Peace on earth, good will to men" would, ere this, be pro- 
claimed through all the habitations of men. 

How there can be an advocate or an apologist for war, at thi3 late hour in 
the day, this last half of the nineteenth century, I cannot see. It is deeply 
affecting, and mortifying. 

I have of late been thinking that one reason why good men, even, find 
themselves apologizing for war may be found in their belief in the decrees 
of God. In childhood, many of us in reply to the question, What are the 
decrees of God ? were taught to answer : " The decrees of God are His 
eternal purpose, whereby, for His own glory, He hath foreordained what- 
soever cometh to pass." Now this may be a correct definition and true as 
correct, still there is danger of holding this truth in unrightousness. Wicked 
men always do so if they hold it at all. What but this was the excuse or 
the apology of certain of God's people in the time of Jeremiah whom he 
thus addresses, " Will ye steal, murder, and commit adultery, and swear 



